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obtained by the mother country from the extension of empire ? There is, first of all, a wider field for the settlement and employment of the people of the country. Every old country from the beginnings of history has felt the need of finding room for an expanding population.
At the present time Germany feels a pressing need for the expansion of her overseas dominion in view of the growth of population. The territorial expansion of the British empire, on the other hand, has been so rapid and extensive that we have reached the point of satiety.
But although we have apparently provided an unlimited field for the emigration of our surplus population, we have taken no pains to put the surplus labourers into that field; we have left them to overcrowd our own cities, or to seek new homes in foreign states, as their ignorance or inclination directed. "From 1853 to 1898 the total emigration of persons of British or Irish origin was 8,549,569 persons, of whom, 5,690,712 went to the United States." Conversely, the people of other nationalities are welcomed to our colonies, and recently, for example, the immigration into Canada of foreigners (including those from the United States) has far exceeded that from the United Kingdom. It is also said that the emigrants to Canada from Europe have, for the most part, a lower standard of comfort than the British, and as a consequence they are much more quickly in a position to be able to equip land and to become the real owners of land out of their savings.